THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

pub. by Shakespeare. It appeared in a quarto in 1593 dedi-
cated to H. Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton. It was very
popular and went through at least 13 other edd. by 1675.
There are facs. edd. by J. O. Halliwell (1867), A. Symons
(1886), and S. Lee (O.U.P. 1905).

The Rape of Lucrece

This fine narrative poem appeared in a quarto dated 1594.
with dedication to the Earl of Southampton, signed William
Shakespeare. It went through seven other edd. by 1655. There
are facs. edd. byj. O. Halliwell (1866), F. J. Furnivall (1866),
and S. Lee (1905).

The Sonnets

The Sonnets were first printed in 1609 in a small quarto
entitled Shakespeare's Sonnets Never before Imprinted. This col-
lection contains 154 sonnets with the narrative poem called
A Lovers Complaint. Two of the sonnets (nos. 138 and 144) had
already appeared in the piratical collection called The
Passionate Pilgrim (1599, see below). A garbled text of 146
sonnets appeared in the 1640 ed. of the Poems with unauthor-
ised titles, and was rptd. by Gildon, Sewell and other
eighteenth-century editors. Lintot's Collection of 1709 con-
tained all the sonnets from the 1609 ed., and Stevens rptd.
the text of the 1609 Quarto in his ed. of Twenty Plays (1766),
while Mai one exposed the shortcomings of the 1640 ed. in
his Supplement to the Johnson-Steevens ed. of 1780. Among
the many modern edd. the best are G. Wyndham's in his
ed. of the Poems, G. H. Beeching's The Sonnets of Shakespeare
(1904)5 and T. G. Tucker's useful and scholarly ed. with
introd. and commentary (C.U.P.5 1924). There is a facs. of
the 1609 ed. in the Noel Douglas Replicas. There are several
edd. in which the sonnets have been rearranged to suit
different theories. Among these may be mentioned Shake*
spears's Sonnets Reconsidered by Samuel Butler (1899) and the
edd. of G. M. Walsh (1908) and Sir Denys Bray (1925).
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